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The Data Rescue Project is a 
grassroots volunteer community 
dedicated to access to public data for 
the public good.
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Five Lessons from Data Rescue (through the lens of rowing)

Fluidesign Quad Rowing Team At Dawn. TudorTulok, CC0, via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fluidesign_Quad_Rowing_Team_At_Dawn.jpg
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Lesson 1: A Boat Moves Only When 
Everyone Rows Together

Thomas Eakins, The Pair-Oared Shell at the Philadelphia Museum of Art: https://www.philamuseum.org/objects/42516

http://www.datarescueproject.org/
http://bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org
https://www.philamuseum.org/objects/42516


Data Rescue
Project www.datarescueproject.org/ bsky.app/profile/datarescueproject.org

Lesson 2: Speed Matters, but Technique 
Matters More

Syracuse University Co-ed rowing team - 1910. CC0, via Wikimedia Commons. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Syracuse-
university_1910_rowing-team.jpg
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Lesson 3: You Can’t Control the Water

Waves on a lake. TricksterWildcat. CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Waves_on_a_lake.jpg
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Lesson 4: The Coxswain Cannot Row the Boat

Rowing crew with coxswain. Columbus Metropolitan Library, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rowing_crew_with_coxswain_-_DPLA_-_fb2618e96316b77bb9ec12f87c861a00.jpg
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Lesson 5: The Recovery Wins Races

2017 Canada Summer Games, CC BY 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2017-08-03_Keith-
Levit_Rowing_Day2008_(35547652704).jpg
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Keep the boat moving
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