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The IASSIST Community



Conference Theme

“Championing Data: Data Professionals at the Nexus”



The Unicorn Problem

Statistical Software GIS & Spatial Data Government Data

Qualitative Methods Data Management Subject Expertise



A Profession Transformed?
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Why This Moment Is Different

Attacks on higher education

Government data at risk

Shrinking capacity, rising demands

Convergence of instabilities



We are seeing instability
in our systems and institutions.



We document.

We organize.

We preserve.



Data Rescue Project
as Community
in Action



Fe b ru ary  3 ,  2025



We had commitment. 
We needed coordination.



Our Community Infrastructure

Librarians

Activists

Public

Researchers

Technologists

900+ volunteers across disciplines and sectors



The Impact of Data Loss

~3,000
datasets believed removed

from federal sources

90+
federal agencies

affected

2,500+
at-risk datasets

preserved by DRP

USDA terminated its Household Food Security report

CDC stopped releasing maternal and infant mortality data

Gender identity questions removed from the National Crime Victimization Survey

DHS ended access to HIFLD geospatial infrastructure data



Websites that were changed



ICPSR’s Data Lumos

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/sites/datalumos/home


From Campus
to Civic Life



AI versus Librarians

WE PROVIDE

Trustworthy access
to information



Who Depends on Public Data?

Journalists Exposing environmental contamination, public spending, and government accountability

Community Organizers Building the case for housing and health policy using census and survey data

Health Departments Planning vaccine distribution and disease surveillance

City Planners Modeling climate risk and allocating infrastructure resources

Parents Understanding school performance, community health, and neighborhood safety



We are not just
preserving datasets.

We are defending a public right.



Sessions

Session A.1 Introducing The "Data Advocacy For All" Toolkit: Curated Resources To Support Critical Data 
Education For Social Change

Session C.2 Cutting Deep: Maintaining A Licensed Data Collection Amid Abrupt and Unexpected 
Collections Budget Reductions

Session D Block Managing Through Crisis: Supervising Data Librarians In Uncertain Times

Session F Block

Championing Sustainable Data Services: Strategic Scoping As AdvocacySession J.1

From 2023 To Now: Adapting Research Data Services In An Era of Ai and Academic 
Instability



The IASSIST Community



Thank you.
Lynda Kellam, Ph.D.  ·  lmkellam@upenn.edu
Data Rescue Project  ·  datarescueproject.org
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